Why is it so difficult for you to believe in God?—It is because you have been educating your soul in doubt and
unbelief all your life long. It makes my heart ache to hear your mournful testimonies, stating that your whole life
has been a failure. Have there not been some bright spots in your experience? Have you not had some precious
seasons when your heart throbbed in response to the Spirit of God? Dear brethren, for Christ's sake cherish every
ray of light, every token of mercy and good, every blessing that God has bestowed upon you. Although you see
that you have not given glory to God, that you have not been grateful, let that not be a reason why you should be
ungrateful still, and sink down into despondency and discouragement. Have you not praised God in the past when
the warm rays of his love fell upon your heart? Have you not sought to do his will as an obedient child? When you
look back into the chapters of your experience, do you not find some pleasant pages? Is memory's hall filled only
with pictures of neglect and sorrow? Are there only dark, forbidding, and unhappy representations there? Are there
not some pleasant pictures, where you can see the providence of God? Confess your ingratitude of the past; but
retain every pleasing memory, and every token of God's love that he has given to bind your heart to his great hear
of infinite love. Oh, praise him! Let us educate ourselves to speak the language of faith. If Satan has cast his dark
shadow across your path, look up in faith, and God will let his light shine upon you and dispel the darkness. Satan
would like to have you cherish that shadow. He would like to have you view God through a cloud of his own
making; but we are to be in a position of faith and confidence in God, where we can cherish every bright beam of
light; having seen a token of God's love, we are to say, “Here is an evidence that God is blessing me. | cherish
this as a manifestation of his favor. | will gather up the precious jewels of his truth.” If you do this, you will be full

of light. If you have been in the shadow, confess your unbelief, and then claim the promises of God by living faith,
and come into the light of your Saviour. s\gn s oF the times March 19, (97 9 P2

You are not to trust simply in pleasant emotions. Suppose that after you have been filled with joy, you should rise
in the morning under a cloud, with the same train of shadowy thoughts as have troubled you in the past. Would
that be an evidence that God had left you during the night? Not at all. It would simply be an evidence that your
mind has so long been trained in the line of unbelief, that it is from force of habit running in the doubting channel.
Dwell on the faith side of the question. Educate your thoughts in the line of God's mercy. Educate your tongue to
speak of his goodness. Train the whole mind and soul to act in faith. It is praising Satan when you talk so
continuously of your doubts and darkness. You are glorifying the prince of darkness when you give up your
thoughts and words to follow in the shadow he casts on your pathway. Let your first morning thought be, “How
good is the Lord! He is full of goodness and tender mercy.” Praise him. Say, “Lord, thou knowest that | love thee.”
When the darkness of the enemy begins to sweep over you, say, “I do love the Lord. | know that I love him, and |
know that the Lord loves me, even me.” Stgns of the Times March 1¥, 1gg9 ™3

A good way to disperse darkness is to talk faith and courage. We are admonished in the word of God to fight the
good fight of faith. Suppose that you take your stand under the banner of faith. If you have repented of your sins,
and have confessed them to God, you need no longer go on in doubt and despondency. God does not want you tc
stand under a cloud. He wants you to come into the light, and to have confidence in him, knowing that you have
committed your soul unto his keeping, as unto a faithful Creator. Saans o5 the Times . March 18,1959

Satan will come to you after you have trusted in God, and will try to steal away the victory that faith has gained.
He will present your sins to you; but can you not tell him it is written, “The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son,
cleanseth us from all sin”? Can you not tell him that God has promised to remove your transgressions away from
you as far as the east is from the west, and that they are to be remembered no more? ¥ S

| see the necessity every day and every hour of exercising living faith. What is faith? It is “the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” There is a wonderful power in faith. It brings eternal things to view, anc
lays hold of the arm of infinite power. If you have been educating your soul to gather up the dark chapters in your
experience, turn over a new leaf and have a new, bright, cheerful experience; put your will wholly on the Lord's
side. We must exercise living faith if we would war successfully against the temptations of the enemy. ¥ &



